
Thursday,  

September 24, 2009 

6-9pm 
 

South Pacific Ballroom 

The Holiday Inn 

Burbank-Media Center 

An Academy Award Style Acknowledgement Dinner  
at the 2009 National Respite and  

Crisis Nurseries Conference 



2. Activist in a Leading Caregiver Role 
 

Presenter: David Besst, 
Award Winner: BONNIE DANOWSKI 
Founder, Arizona Lifespan Respite Care Network 
 

Presenter: Kelly Evans 
Award Winner: GINA ERVAY 
Parent, Founder of ROCKO, Kansas Lifespan Respite Coalition 
 

Presenter: Sue Wiggins 
Award Winner: WILLIAM AND RACHEL FORD 
Primary Caregivers of Sons Garrett and Phinnea, 
Family Advocate, California 

3. Respite Design Award 
 

Presenter: David and Faye Wetherow 
Award Winner: MARYJO ALIMENA CARUSO  
CareBreak at the Watson Institute, Pennsylvania 
 

Presenter: MaryJo Alimena Caruso 
Award Winner: ERIC M. JOICE  
Family Resource Network, New Jersey 
 

Presenter: Jennifer Tschannen and Patricia Schindler 
Award Winner: ROBERTA “BERTIE” LEHMAN 
Agape Respite Care, Indiana 
 

Presenter: Wendy Zwicker 
Award Winner: NATALIE A. LEEK-NELSON 
Providence House, Crisis Nursery Program, Ohio 

Respite at Its Best Award Categories 

1. Best Respite and Crisis Nursery Documentary 
 

GINA ERVAY 
ROCKO CVS Documentary 
Respite Agency, Kansas 

NATALIE A. LEEK-NELSON 
“Promises Kept--Providence House” 
Crisis Nursery, Ohio 



Program for the Evening 
 

6:00pm—7:00pm Social Hour with Photo Opportunities and  
    Movie Music 
 

7:00pm    Dinner with Movie and Academy Award Clips 
 

7:30pm—9:00pm Awards Ceremony 
 

Your Emcees for the Evening:  Mike Huckins and Leo Landaverde 

Surprise Award  

(to be announced at th
e 

end of awards ceremony) 

6. State Coalition/Program Award 
 

Presenter: Dianne Rose 
Award Winners: DORINDA ADAMS AND ALIDZ KHACHATURIAN 
Maryland Respite Care Coalition 
 

Presenter: Maggie Edgar 
Award Winners: DEBBIE BOWERS AND TERRY BUTLER 
Oregon Lifespan Respite Care Program 

5. Visionary Award 
 

Presenter: Sherri Blome and Janelle Clifton 
Award Winner: SENATOR DENNIS BYARS 
Nebraska State Senator 
 

Presenter: Natalie A. Leek-Nelson 
Award Winner: MATTHEW J. DOLAN 
Ohio State Representative 

4. Excellence in Direction Award 
 

Presenter: Lindsey Peterson 
Award Winners: LOUISE BARNES, KELLY TIPLER 
Tennessee Respite Coalition 
 

Presenters: Janis De Baca and Valerie Saiz 
Award Winner: SHERRY PELTON 
Respite Care Inc., Colorado 



Awards Dinner Sponsor 
 
 
 

 
Award Volunteers 

 
National Conference Planning Committee 

Dorinda Adams, Alicia Allen, Java Bennett, Juman Bruce,                       
MaryJo Alimena Caruso, Doug Cunningham, Bonnie Danowski,              

Maggie Edgar, Eric Joice, Jill Kagan, Alidz Khachaturian, Linda Lamberth, 
Roberta “Bertie” Lehman, Joy Liebeskind, May Martin, Mike Mathers, 

Julie Pandya,  Rose Ann Percival,  Rique Robb, Phyllis Stephenson,         
Chris Stewart, Robin Straight, Kelly Tipler  

 
 
 

Decorations/Logistics/Registration/Awards/ 
Photo Opportunities 

 
Sue Wiggins, Chair, Helen Callejo, Olivia Fernandez, Maria Gonzales, 

Mike Huckins, Tara Jones, Lina Lapid, Stacey Martinez,                        
Randy McGlauthing, Tim Parks, Beatriz Rodriguez,                                       

Eric, Katy and Paul Santillan, Edgar Vasquez, Sarah Wiggins                            
and California Respite Association members 


